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	EFFECTIVE

10.00-8.00
	ADEQUATE

7-5
	INADEQUATE

4-0
	SCORE

	Title Page
Presentation/

Document design/
	Follow the instructions for the cover page. 
Includes proper formatting of margins, spacing, indentation, etc; typeface and use of emphasis are appropriate to task.

	Mostly includes proper formatting and limits errors or inconsistencies.
	Do not follow the instructions for the cover page. 
Distracts reader with errors or inconsistencies in formatting.
	

	Introduction and Thesis Statement
	The introduction is engaging, states the main topic and previous the structure of the paper. Clearly and concisely states the paper’s purpose in an engaging manner and thought provoking. 
	The introduction states the main topic and previews the 

structure of the paper. Clearly states the paper’s purpose in a single sentence.  
	There is no clear introduction or main topic and the structure 

of the paper is missing. Thesis statement is incomplete and/or unfocused.
	

	Body

	Each paragraph has thoughtful 

supporting detail sentences 

that develop the main idea.
	Each paragraph has sufficient supporting detail sentences that develop the main idea.
	Each paragraph lacks 

supporting detail sentences or paragraph fails to 

develop the main idea.
	

	Organization-Structural Development of the Idea. 
	Writer demonstrates logical 

and subtle sequencing of ideas 

through well-developed 

paragraphs; transitions are 

used to enhance organization
	Paragraph development 

present but not perfected.
	Logical organization; 

organization of ideas not fully developed. No evidence of structure or organization.

	

	Conclusion
	The conclusion is engaging 

and restates the thesis.
	The conclusion restates the thesis.
	The conclusion does not adequately restate the thesis. Incomplete and/or unfocused.
	

	Mechanics
	No errors in punctuation, capitalization and spelling.  
	Almost no errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 
	More than five errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.  
	

	Usage
	No errors sentence structure and word usage.
	Almost no errors in sentence structure and word usage.
	More than five errors in sentence structure and word usage.
	

	Citation/

Paraphrase
	Include at least ten citations and/or paraphrase. All cited works/paraphrase are done in the correct format with no errors.
	Include at least nine citations and/or paraphrases. Some cited works/ paraphrase are done in the correct format. 

Inconsistencies evident
	Include at least eight citations and/or paraphrases. Few cited works/paraphrase, are done in the correct format or are absent.
	

	References

	Done in the correct format 

with no errors. Includes at least  

12 major references (e.g. 

academics journal articles, 

books, newspapers, internet.

Use most recent edition of the  Modern Language Association 

(MLA) 7TH Edition

	Done in the correct format with few errors. Includes 11 major references (e.g. academic journals articles, books, newspaper, etc. 
Use of most recent edition of the Modern Language Association (MLA) 7TH Edition
	Done in the correct format with more than three errors. Includes 10 major references (academic journal articles, books, newspaper, etc. 

Do not use/follow Recent Edition of the Modern Language Association (MLA) 7TH Edition. 

	

	Length
	Research follows the number of pages specified in the assignment.  Minimum 10 pages. Maximum 15. Do not include the cover page or references in the numbers.
	
	Research has more or fewer pages than specified in the assignment.
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL SCORE
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